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NIE-30: SOVIET CAPABILITIRS TO rmmfﬁmﬁ%ﬁ#vs DELIVERY

OF ATOMIC WEAPONS TO TAKOETS IN THE USSR

1. Soviet capabilities to interfere with the delivery of atomic bombs
by U, 5. forces to targots within the So#iet Union depend upon the effective-
ness of two major Soviat nilitary organizations -- the Alr Defensge Porce, end
the Long Renge Air Force - and upon the effestiveness of the para-military
Cormuni st underground. Meghter aireraft and nntiaireraft artillery units of
the Alr Defense Force would attempt to attach U. S. borbers snce they penstrats
Soviet-controlled territory, The Long Renge Afr Force, aided on the grousd in
the United Ststes and overseas bese areas b Communist sabobteurs and other
agents, possibly would attenpt to blunt the arerican atomic retalintion bir
altacks on Strategic Alr Command bases and cther comparable targetn bafora
and while the United States lavnches its couster-offensive against the Soriet
Union.

2. The Soviet Union rossesses in guantity excellant day interceptor
aircraft for fighter defenge, but st present la handicapped materially in the
bomber interception field by lack of effective gronnd control interception
redars end efficlent all-weather interceptor aireraft. a gocd all-waathe::
interceptor may be introduced in 1952 end tecinical difficultias:with ground
control interception radars could be largely nvercoms by that tire, By 1952,
the Soviet Union ghould have reached a etote «f trailnine and equipnedt sur'fi-
cient to provide a moderately effective fighter defenso syetem, but ome gtill
having limited capabilitiee in bad wealher mnd against bomders operating st
alvitudes as high as 40,000 feet.

3. Continususly pointed antlaircraft fire should net be expected ambove
30,000 feet, but the ﬁonaibility of snerational use of tnguided rockets must
be recognized,

4. Even if the Soviet aiy defengss were conglderably better than current
entimates would indicate, it is setimeted that they would not be capable ¢f

preventing execuiion of the U. 5. atomir offensive,
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5. The toviet Union has and will continue to have the capsdility in
aircreft and trained crews to ensble it to leunch againgt North Americe ané
the United Kirpdom the full stockpile of atomic bombs that are end will become
available., Irn the next few yesrs the strategic bombing cepability of the Soviet
Long Banre Alr Force will incresse substantially, particularly in view of the
growing atomic bomb stockpile and the increasing numbers of conventional medium
bombers. Further improvement in effectiveness of the Sovies Lonz Range Force
may be anticiyated with expected introdvetion of Jet medium bombers in 1952 and
vossibly heavy bombers in 1953, althovgh the problems connected with high spaed
bomdbing and nevisation probably will not be fully acived by the Soviets by
tha} time.

8, in view of the threat which an American retalistory atomic offensive
would pose to the security of tho Soviet Unlon in the event of major heskilities,
it shouwld be expected that blunting this atomic offensive ai the gourcs -~ before
it could be leunched -- would be a high priorisy task of the Soviet Lorg Renge
#ty Forece. If surpriece could be achieved, this probably would warrant expen-~
diture of at lerst a portion of the stockpile of Soviet atomic bombe agsinst
Strategic Air Command bases in the United States and agoingt overseas tages
which cannot te reached by Soviet light bombers or neutralized by sabotsure,

7. It cen be expected that such air attacks would be coordinated carefully
with activitien of Communist subveralve forces conducting operations against
Strategic air Command bases, with the intention of preventing or impeding the
execution of e retaliatory atomic offensive against the Soviet Union.

8. The propress now being made in the Intelligence field and witk the
radar warning ecreen reduces to a reasonable degree the chances that the Soviet
Union would achieve the comolete surprise in alr attacks agsinst the Uni£@d States
that 1t would wish. |

9. Tiphtened security precautions end steadily improving U. S. counter-
intelligence capabilities are strengthening protection egainet clandestine 4
attack and satotage. Continued tightening of security measures will erhance
the 1ikolihood that this threat to U. S. security can be controlled.
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